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Council OKs
General Plan

Chairman: “This is a historic day’

By JASON ARMSTRONG
Tribune-Herald staff wrirer

The Hawaii County Council
on Wednesday adopted land-
mark legisla-
tion that
implements
lapd-use plan-
ning and
strengthens
affordable
housing
requirements.

“This is &
historic  day,” i
Council Chairman Gary Safarik
of Puna said after fulfilling his
promise o have the county's
General Plan updated by sum-
mer.

Thit goal wus accomplished

months early when lawmakers
voled 7-2 Wednesday in favor
replacing the 1989 General Plan
with 4 newer version.

The existing plan is supposed
to be “thoroughly reviewed ut
intervals of not more thun 10
years,” however. That means the
county's efforts, which started in
January [998, resulted in an
update that is actually six years
late.

According 1o the county
Charter, the General Plan estab-
lishes the “council’s policy for
lang-range comprehensive phys-
ical development of the county,”
Included in the phone book-
sized document are maps desig-
nating the best areas 1o use for
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homes, agriculture, resorts and
conservation.

All requests for land rezon-
ing, subdivision approval or

improvements  are

checked first to see if they are
consistent with the General Plan,

The latest changes include
additional protection for scenic
coastal areas, Native Hawaiian
practices and agricultural land.

Most of the lower lands
along the Hamakua mmﬁ
be designated as i
agricultural lands” under the
revised

plan.

That des didn't sit
well with Councilman
James Arakaki. who joined
Hamakua Councilman Fred
Holschuh in voting against the

hill,

Following the meeting,
Arkaki told reporters that
there were no critenia (o deter-
mine the best farming and
mnching arcas, adding the state
should make that designation.

The important agricultural
designation restricts develop-
meit und makes it difficult o
reclassify the land for other
uses, Arakaki said.

“It’s almost like putting land

in prison,” he said.

Holschub took issue with -.

the listing of public salety stun-
durds, such as 2.5
cens for every | residents
and locating fire stations within
five miles of “concentrated set-
tlement areas.” .

“If we adopt these speci
stundards, the county may be
liable for instances when they
cannot be mel,” Holschuh
wrote in a recent letter 1o the
council.

The council's other key
action Wednesday involved
adopting a new affordable
housing policy by an 8-1 vole.

Intended 10 produce more
lower-cost homes, the bill
boosts both the percentage of
new residences that must meet

ice offi-

affordable prices and the fee

developers must pay if they fail

to build nﬁurdlhrhmmi
Some 20 t of new

homes — the current

those buyers,

The policy will npﬁﬂy to
projects of st least five lots or
homes rather than the 10 under
the current law.,

New hotels that al
lenst 100 full-time workers will
have to build one affordable
home for every four” full-time
jobs that are created. The
affordable dwellings must be
located within 15 miles of the

year new resor.

That provision bothered
Arakaki, who cast the only vole
against adopting the new
affordable policy.

o g 7
greater o provide
more flexibility regarding
where the homes may be bullt.
That would have increased the
chance of affordable homes
being constructed on home-
sicad lands reserved for Native
Hawaiians, he said.

Both the General
Plan and the
policy now will be sent to May-
or Harry Kim, who is expected
1o sign them into luw,
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